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Pillsbury Wmthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

Four Embarcadero Center, 22nd Floor j San Francisco, CA 94111-B998 ( tel 415,983.1000 j fax 415.983.1200 
MAILING ADDRESS; P.O. 8ox 2824; San Francisco, CA 94126^2824 


Elyssa J. Routine 
tel: 41.415,983.7494 
e lyssa. rom i n o@p i 1 Isbu ry J a w xom 


June 19,2019 


Via Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested 

Douglas Hibbard 
Office of Information Policy 
US Department of Justice, Suite 11050 
1425 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 

Re: February 25,2019 FOIA Request (Ref. No. DOJ-2019-002653) 

Dear Mr. Hibbard: 

This letter is in response to the Department of Justice’s (“DOJ”) March 29, 2019 
letter (received April 4,2019) requesting an extension of time to respond to the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California, Muslim Advocates, and the 
International Refugee Assistance Project’s (“Requestors”) request under the Freedom 
of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6), Reference Number DOJ-2019- 
002653. 

DOJ extended its time to respond to Requestors’ request because of the “unusual 
circumstances” of having to consult with or search another Office to respond to the 
request. See 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6)(B)(i)-(iii). With tills 10-day extension, DOJ’s 
response to Requestor’s request became due on April 1,2019. Yet nearly three 
months after this deadline, DOJ’s online FOIA tracker indicates that the request is 
still in the “processing” phase and remains “under agency review.” Requestors have 
received neither responsive records nor a timeline for DOJ’s processing and release of 
responsive records. Indeed, Requestors have heard nothing from DOJ since its April 
2019 request for additional processing time. 

Please provide a timeline by which DOJ expects to be able to respond to Requestor's 
request immediately. We are willing to work with DOJ to ensure the prompt 
processing and release of responsi ve records but cannot do until we hear from DOJ as 
to the status of the agency’s response. As you know, under FOIA, an agency’s failure 
to respond wi thin the statutory time l imit of twenty (20) working days, or thirty (30) 
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working days in the case of a ten-day extension, may be treated as a denial. 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(a)(6)(A); (C). 

We look forward to receiving further information on the status of DOJ’s response. 
Please contact Sean Riordan at sriordan@aclunc.org or Elyssa Romino at 
elyssa.romino@pillsburylaw.com should you have any questions in the meantime. 

Sincerely, 


Elyssa J. Romino 

Thomas V. Loran III 

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

Sean Riordan 
Senior Staff Attorney 
ACLU-NC 

Sirine Shebaya 
Interim Legal Director 
Muslim Advocates 

Melissa Keaney 

Senior Litigation Staff Attorney 

International Refugee Assistance Project 
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